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POLICY STATEMENT FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
  

Our Federation Vision  

  

Jesus said’ ‘Let the children come to me, and do not stop them, because the Kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these.’  

Matthew 19 v 14  

  

Introduction  

  

At St. Alphege C.E. federated Schools, where Christian education is fundamental to every 

aspect of school life, we aim to demonstrate a love of God, and love for each other.   

  

Our Values  

  

The values of our schools are what create the ethos upon which everything else is built.    

These values are our foundation stones and are what gives St Alphege CE Federated Schools 

their character and very essence.   

Love      

  

1 Corinthians 13 v 4 -8: Love is patient and kind; it is not jealous or conceited or proud; 

love is not ill-mannered or selfish or irritable; love does not keep a record of wrongs; 

love is not happy with evil, but is happy with the truth.  Love never gives up; and its 

faith, hope, and patience never fail.  Love is eternal.  

Cooperation  

  

1 Corinthians 13 v 4 -8 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.  Now 

if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would 

not for that reason stop being part of the body.  And if the ear should say, “Because I 

am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being 

part of the body.   If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? 

If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?  But in fact God has 

placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  If they 

were all one part, where would the body be?   As it is, there are many parts, but one 

body.  The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to 

the feet, “I don’t need you!”  

Honesty  

  

Ephesians 4 v15: We will speak the truth with love. We will grow up in every way to be 

like Christ, who is the head.  

Forgiveness  

  

Colossians 3 v 13: Do not be angry with each other, but forgive each other. If someone 

does wrong to you, then forgive him. Forgive each other because the Lord forgave you.   

Responsibility  

  

Galatians 6 v 5: Each of you must take responsibility for doing the creative best you can 

with your own life.  

Valuing 

difference  

  

Galatians 3 v 28:  you are all one in Christ Jesus.  
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As a whole school we endeavour to apply Christian principles through our daily relationships 

and interactions. These are also developed through community service and the support of 

charitable organisations.  

  

We maintain close links with the Parish Church through:  

• Visits for worship and study  

• The involvement of clergy and other church members in school life (including 

participating in class lessons, when appropriate)  

• The preparation offered to pupils for first communion  

  

As a school we recognise that our pupils will meet with people of other faiths, as they grow 

and mature.  We recognise that Jesus had a concern and love for all people and we will, 

through our teaching and example, encourage our pupils to respect the religious beliefs of 

others, and to appreciate the diversity in today’s multicultural society.  

  

Aims  

  

1. To fulfil the requirements of the Education Reform Act, section 8 paragraph 3, which says:  

all new agreed syllabuses shall reflect that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main 

Christian, whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principle religions in 

Britain.  

  

2. To ensure that our pupils are given a firm basis of Christian beliefs and values, and that 

they will receive these values in all aspects of school life and perceive Christianity as a 

living faith.    

  

3. To provide pupils familiarity with the world-wide nature of the Anglican Church.  

  

4. To provide pupils appreciation of the ecumenical perspective both local and national.  

  

5. To give pupils the understanding of the way in which Christianity has shaped life and 

contributed to personal and social responsibility throughout history.  

  

6. To give pupils the understanding of the cultural contribution that Christianity has made to 

our society.  

  

7. To help pupils to develop an awareness of the spiritual dimensions to life and help them 

to come to personal decisions on belief.  

  

8. To provide an understanding and awareness of other world faiths.  

 

Objectives  

  

1.  Building upon pupils’ own experiences and existing knowledge and through developing their 

knowledge and understanding, skills and attitudes, Religious Education will explore 

Christian teaching on:  

• Trinitarian beliefs about God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit  
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• The faith of the Church as founded on the Bible, the creeds, the Sacraments and the 

apostolic ministry  

• The nature and meaning of human life  

• The natural world  

• Communities of faith  

  

2. Through Religious Education, our pupils will be helped to understand the meaning of 

personal faith and the ways in which this is reflected in the lives of believers.  Pupils should 

be enabled to understand the way in which religious faith shapes the lives of believers and 

their approach to personal morality and social responsibility (with links to our school 

values).  

  

3. Religious Education should enable pupils to understand how faith is conveyed through 

worship, actions, ritual, liturgy, music, art, drama, dance, poetry and literature, and that this 

may be expressed differently in different cultures.  

  

4. Knowledge and understanding of the principal world religions are considered essential to a 

civilised person growing up in a multi-cultural society today.  We acknowledge the 

contribution of multi-faith Religious Education to the personal development of pupils in the 

areas of spiritual, moral, social and cultural education.  

  

5. Religious Education is an exciting and challenging area of the curriculum, which should build 

on existing knowledge and experience, and encourage children to explore what it means to 

be a person of faith in today’s society.  The Christian ethos of the schools pervades the 

delivery of the curriculum in all subjects, and the same educational principles apply to the 

teaching of R.E. as they do to other subjects.  

  

6. This policy aims to demonstrate that all children at the Schools of St Alphege will be given 

an understanding of Christianity as a living faith, as well as an appreciation of the diversity 

of religious beliefs in today’s multicultural society.    

  

Teaching and Learning  

  

Entitlement and Inclusion  

  

Our daily act of Collective Worship is a sharing of the Christian faith with all children and staff.  

Our Collective Worship themes reflect the aims outlined in this policy, and are echoed in the 

Collective Worship policy.  

  

Pupils receive dedicated curriculum time devoted to explicit Religious Education teaching.  The 

minimum time allocation to achieve this is as follows:  

• Infant School: minimum of 40 minutes per week.  

• Junior School: minimum of 1 hour per week  

  

Class teachers deliver lessons.  In addition, opportunities are created in other subjects to 

develop a spiritual dimension, and a sense of awe and wonder.  
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We recognise that everyone’s personal experiences are valuable and aim to take pupils from 

their individual starting points.  We aim to foster positive attitudes, showing respect and 

understanding for the cultural traditions and beliefs of all children, handling artefacts from 

different faiths and traditions with care.  

  

Teachers challenge gender stereotyping when planning learning activities and when grouping 

children.    

  

Right to withdraw  

  

Parents do have a statutory right to withdraw their children from Religious Education, but as 

this is a Church school, it is expected that all pupils will attend and play an active part, 

supported by their parents.  

  

Independent Learning  

  

Where possible, opportunities for pupils to develop independent learning skills are encouraged, 

particularly through research.  Pupils are also encouraged to share their experiences with their 

peers, helping them to learn from each other.  Moreover, pupils are given opportunities to 

develop their own faith through research and reflection.   

  

Special Educational Needs  

  

We believe that the teaching of Religious Education should be inclusive for all pupils.  

Differentiated tasks are provided when appropriate, to allow all children to achieve their 

learning objectives, taking account of relevant points within pupils’ Needs Based Plans and 

Education, Health and Care Plans.      

  

Gifted and Talented provision   

  

Gifted or talented children are identified by class teachers, or by the curriculum team through 

use of assessment data.  It is important to note that a child, who appears gifted and talented in 

their understanding of one faith, may not be knowledgeable in all faiths.  This is why the 

assessment data (or pupil self-assessment) will be important when making a judgement on 

whether a pupil shows a genuine gift or talent in RE (rather than in their use of English or art 

for example in RE).   

  

Through an enquiry-based learning environment, pupils are encouraged to extend their 

knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes through the curriculum.  Enrichment and 

extension activities are provided as appropriate.  Gifted and talented pupils may be given the 

challenge to find out more about a world faith they have been studying, through a research 

project, which can be presented to the rest of the class.  Those children who belong to a faith 

community should be encouraged to share their experiences with their peers (or perhaps with 

other classes if this is appropriate) in the context of ‘learning about religion’.    

  

Planning  
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RE should be taught as a discrete subject area.  The teaching of Religious Education is delivered 

through half-termly or termly themes.  Learning and teaching activities are drawn from the 

‘Understanding Christianity’ published resource pack and are supplemented by planning and 

suggested activities taken from the Solihull Agreed Syllabus (SACRE)., Discovery RE, and our 

own bespoke modules.  Our curriculum overview can be found on the school website.  

  

Teaching staff select, adapt and supplement learning activities taken from these sources to meet 

the needs of the learners in their class.  Year groups work collaboratively to structure 

sequences of lessons to form unit overviews to reflect the suggested aims.    

  

Planning is monitored by the RE Curriculum Team on a regular basis, to ensure progression 

across the year group, and Key Stages.    

  

Religious Education and Computing  

  

Pupils are given the opportunity to use computing equipment where it enhances the educational 

provision within a lesson.  The use of the internet, video clips and interactive games can also be 

incorporated into taught lessons.  

  

Assessment  

  

There is no statutory requirement for assessment in RE but we have a duty to report to 

parents.  

  

Assessment of pupil progress is made in a formative way by the class teacher.  It is mainly done 

through marking and discussion, where the teacher is looking for a pupil’s ability to question, 

reflect and reason.  It is related to a limited number of wide statements, stated in the medium-

term plans, and will:  

  

• Be an on-going process which makes use of various strategies.  

• Look at a variety of evidence and examples before a broad judgement is     made.  

• Formative assessments are made in February, using grids which focus upon:  

Making sense of beliefs, Knowledge, Concepts.  Understanding the impact and Making 

Connections, reflecting, evaluating. These aspects are re visited in July to support a summative 

judgement. These individual sheets are transferred to the next teacher to continue.  

  

It will not be appropriate to assess:  

  

• Matters which pupils wish to keep to themselves - they should never feel pressured to 

disclose personal or private information.  

• Whether a pupil's own beliefs are right or wrong - discussion of these will be part of 
classroom discussion but they should not be issues for assessment  

  

A written comment regarding Religious Education is included in the end of year report for each 

pupil; this is completed by the class teacher.  Comments may also include participation in class 

presentations, educational visits and ability to pose philosophical questions (enquiry-based 

learning).   

 



RE Policy March 2023 Committee Responsible: Curriculum Committee 
Adopted by Full Governing Body March 2023 Review date March 2026  

 

Resources for Religious Education  

  

The ‘Understanding Christianity’ resource file, Discovery RE and elements of SACRE planning 

resources are used by teaching staff. Alternative resources available include reference and 

photo-copiable books, a large collection of artefacts, sets of pictures and posters and video clips 

available online.  Teaching staff are responsible for evaluating the educational value of resources 

and that materials are age-appropriate in advance of each lesson.    

  

When possible, year groups arrange visits to places of worship and/or make arrangements for 

visitors to address the children.  

 

Mission at the Schools of St Alphege  

  

At St. Alphege C.E. federated Schools charities are supported at local, national and  

international levels. A Charity Plan is drawn up each year, this is quite fluid to ensure it reflects 

current needs and the voice of the pupils.   

An annual charity week at the Junior School is held in support of the FSAS, a local, national and 

international charity.  The selection of these charities is made through class and school councils.  

This also promotes an element of enterprise and teamwork within the pupils.  

  

Pupils are taught about each issue/charity to help the children to empathise and understand the 

specific roles charities hold.  

 

The Role of the RE Curriculum Team  

  

Aim:    

To encourage an understanding of religious beliefs throughout the schools.  

  

Responsibilities:  

1. To monitor and review the scheme of work for Religious Education, in line with statutory 

guidance, reflective of our distinctive religious character, and check procedures for tracking 

and assessment.  

  

2. To keep abreast of new developments in Religious Education.  

  

3. To make RE accessible to all colleagues, by providing guidelines, advice and INSET when 

appropriate.  

  

4. To liaise with the Church, Governing body representatives and colleagues across a range of 

key stages, where appropriate.  

  

5. To encourage independent learning.  

  

6. To be responsible for the purchase, storage and maintenance of RE resources.  

  

Revision of Policy  

  

This policy should be reviewed every three years.   
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