
 

 

Parents Council Meeting - Tuesday 7 February 2017 
 

Present:- 
 

•••• Mrs Slough - Head Teacher 

•••• Mrs Hope - Deputy Head Teacher 

•••• Lizzie Frost - Orange Representative  

•••• Louisa Gotts - Purple 1 Representative 

•••• Amy Griffiths - Blue Representative 

•••• Michelle Wakelin - Yellow Representative 

•••• Anne Sadler - Red Representative 

•••• Katie Hattersley - Indigo Representative 

•••• Susan Beale-Burchell - Purple 2 Representative 

•••• John Gibbons - Police Community Support Officer 

•••• John Bayliss - School Governor 

•••• Rebecca Brownjohn - Orange Representative & Nursery PM Representative 

•••• Francesca Wright - Nursery PM Representative 

•••• Wendy Molloy - Green Representative 
 
Apologies:- 
 

•••• Lisa Isles - Minuting Secretary, Nursery AM & Purple 2 Representative 

•••• Claire Wood - Purple 1 Representative 

•••• Sarah Cosgrove - Violet Representative 
 
Mrs Slough thanked Lisa Isles for arranging the minutes from the last meeting and asked if someone else 
could do them in Lisa’s absence.  Wendy Molloy volunteered to make a note of the minutes and Francesca 
Wright offered to type them up. 
 
Update on minutes from last meeting:- 
 

• Late Gate and EWS; if a child is regularly late and/or their attendance is falling lower than what is 
expected of them, then the school has to send out a letter to parents if this concerns their child as per 
rules from the Educational Welfare Services. 

• Nursery whiteboard; last term it was requested that whilst in Mrs Furmage’s absence, would it be 
possible to display the names of the teachers that would be looking after the children on the whiteboard.  
This took effect immediately however this has now stopped as we do not feel it necessary as cover is in 
place and the children know who is looking after them. 

• Lavatory resources; last term it was brought up that the girls toilets in particular, were not very clean and  
the toilet paper was always running out.  This has been investigated and it can be confirmed that the 
toilets are cleaned at least twice daily and checked on multiple occasions i.e. lunchtime and the end of the 
day, to ensure their cleanliness and that there is sufficient toilet paper.  There should not be any more 
problems regarding this matter. 

 
Items discussed under AOB:- 
 

• Wear a hat day; it has been confirmed that the school will be taking part in ‘Wear a Hat Day’ as part of 
raising money for a Brain Tumor Charity as this is a cause close to the school’s heart.  This will take place 
on the 31 March where students will be asked to bring a hat to school.  Teachers will be looking at the 



 

 

curriculum and may request that the parents/children decorate the hats in some way, but this will be 
discussed closer to the time. 

• Lost property; the school has accumulated a lot of lost property this year so during the last week of term 
they will be putting together a big display of all items in the playground at the end of the school day 
(weather permitting), so parents can see if any of their children’s items are there.  This will probably be 
based by the back doors.  Any items that are left over will either be laundered and given to the nearly 
new school sale, or disposed of if not in good condition. 

• Uniform; the school always influences parents to source the uniform as cheaply as possible i.e. pinafores, 
shorts etc. from shops/supermarkets, however there are key items that need to be bought from Early 
Years - school badge, boys socks, jumpers and cardigans.  With this in mind, the school has been 
approached by another school uniform supplier in Sheldon, Clive Marks, so Mrs Slough wanted to gauge if 
there was any interest from parents to shop here instead of Early Years, as it wouldn't be worth the 
shops while to stock the uniform if there wasn't any.  It is believed that prices will be on par with Early 
Years.  It has been suggested that perhaps a parent vote will take place via the school office.  More to 
follow. 

• Parking; there has been a complaint from No1 Club regarding the speed cars are driving onto the school 
playground, especially on a Tuesday and Thursday evening.  No1 Club sometimes make use of the 
playground before heading to the Oliver Bird Hall for after-school care which is why they have noticed 
this.  It was suggested that kids could perhaps make posters reminding cars to drive slow, one slogan  
suggested was especially liked - “playground first, car park second” - and John Gibbons the PCSO has also 
said that he will strategically place himself to be at the school on the times when it is mostly happening 
(4pm Tues/Thurs) to talk to the parents that aren’t being considerate when driving onto the playground. 

 
Comments from Parent Representatives:- 
 
Lizzie Frost & Rebecca Brownjohn (Orange Class) 
 

• Orange class parents are concerned regarding the frequency of supply teachers covering for both Mrs 
Goddard and Mrs Grahame.  Parents appreciate that it is a job share, and teachers are entitled to their 
non contact time to plan lessons, however they are noticing that other teachers are bringing their 
children out at the end of the school day which has raised the query.  They were also unsure as to why 
Mrs Goddard attended the Nursery Trip to the Sea Life Centre on a Monday when she should have been 
teaching their children. Or why the trip didn't take place on a Wednesday when Mrs Goddard was the 
nursery teacher? 

 
Response -  
Mrs Slough and Mrs Hope acknowledge that it has indeed been necessary to cover both Mrs 
Grahame and Mrs Goddard over the period from September 2016 to February 2017. Scrutiny of 
the absence highlights the reasons, which are entirely justifiable and are a combination of sickness, 
dependent care and professional development. The cover has been as consistent as possible, using 
existing members of staff known to the children and a regular agency teacher. 
 
 
Louisa Gotts (Purple 1 Class) 
 

• What is the reasoning behind children not doing spelling tests when it is so popular at other schools? 
 
- Response - the school prefer children to learn their spellings through dictation as they feel that when 

they are learning it via a list then they may memorize it and answer correctly but when used in context 
or in a sentence a few weeks later, the child will forget and spell it incorrectly.  They feel that the 
current way of children learning to spell has proven to work more efficiently (and has a better track 
record). 

 



 

 

•••• Reception children get lots of stickers, rewards and encouragement, so parents were wondering what 
Year 1 children get? 

 
- Response - the teachers try to wean the children off such rewards when they leave reception so Year 1 

children do get less.  They do still get them though through the sticker charts and golden time etc. it is 
just that the children do not get stickers on their jumpers now.  Mrs Slough made a good comment that 
they wish the children to feel better through the ‘intrinsic’ reward of “wow, I have done this”, rather 
than the ‘extrinsic’ reward of “what will I get if I do this” i.e. a sticker, prize etc. 

 

•••• Is it possible for parents to get objectives on what needs to be achieved by children when it comes to 
homework? 

 
- Response - Mrs Hope said that this clearly means that certain pieces of homework need to be clarified 

better if even the parents aren’t understanding it.   
- Action - let the teachers know that sometimes they need to look through the eyes of parents when 

setting homework. 
 
Amy Griffiths (Blue Class) 
 

• Please can the timetable in the newsletter regarding school clubs, specify what age group it is for? 
 
- Response - Of course.  It used to show this information in the past so we are unsure as to why it 

doesn't now.   
- Action - Update newsletter schedule accordingly. 
 

•••• Please can the children doing footie bugs on a Friday after school stay in their school uniform when 
participating? As there appears to be lots of uniform going missing when changing into their kits. 

 
- Response - The school have no problems with the children staying in their school uniform for Footie 

Bugs. 
- Action - Let Footie Bugs know this outcome. 
 

•••• With regard to the Christmas Nativity, as parents are not allowed to use cameras to take photos of the 
children for obvious reasons, would it be possible for the school to hire a photographer or videographer 
to take photos/footage of the children during the dress rehearsal? 

 
- Response - Mrs Hope said that they would be happy to look into hiring a photographer to take photos 

of the children during the dress rehearsal. 
- Action - Look into this for this year. 
 
Anne Sadler (Red Class) 
 

• Following an unfortunate event this week where a boy in Hull choked to death during lunchtime at 
school, Red Class were wondering whether our lunchtime supervisors are first aid trained? 

 
- Response - No, our lunchtime supervisors are not necessarily first aid trained however there are plenty 

of people/teachers on site who are. 
 

•••• Would it be possible for perhaps a workshop be put in place to help our children be made aware of 
when an emergency occurs? 

 
- Response - There isn’t such a thing in place at the moment. However, this is a very good idea and the 

school are happy to look into it.  Michelle Wakelin, from a medical point of view, and John Gibbons, 



 

 

from an emergency services point of view, said that they would be happy to help put a workshop in 
place. 

- Action - Liaise with Michelle and John to make this workshop happen. 
 

• Please can teachers be as discreet as possible when handing birthday invitations out? Although this was 
not directly a Red Class issue, a Reception child recently felt left out when they saw that they had not 
received an invitation to a party. 

- Response - As far as the school are aware, teachers are very considerate on this matter and they are as 
discreet as they possibly can be. Perhaps this one occasion just slipped through the net. 

- Action - Remind teachers of this. 
 

•••• Are the girls toilets cleaned often as one parent has complained about them again this term? 
 
- Response - Yes, they are cleaned and checked at least 3 times a day.  Please see comment under 

heading ‘update on minutes from last meeting’ above. 
 

•••• Is the friendship stop still in place in the playground? And if so, please could children be given a refresher 
on how this works as one child came home recently and said they had no one to play with at lunchtime. 

 
- Response - It is still in place and yes, the school are happy to give a refresher to children. 
- Action - Arrange a refresher with the children on how the ‘friendship stop’ works. Liaise with teachers. 
 
Katie Hattersley (Indigo Class) 
 

• Please could the school remind parents of the 48 hour sickness policy? And for teachers to remain 
vigilant when a child goes home poorly to not let them back in until after the 48 hours. It would appear 
that one child managed to slip through the net again this year.  

 
- Response - The school are shocked as to how this happened and will ask the teachers to remain 

vigilant. 
- Action - Look into this incident and speak to teachers. 
 
Francesca Wright & Rebecca Brownjohn (Nursery PM Class) 
 

• Parents are becoming increasingly aware that the Nursery newsletter often only shows the morning 
children in the photos.  Please could the afternoon nursery children have some photos in there too? 

 
- Response - Mrs Slough said that she is sure this isn't done on purpose and will notify the nursery of our 

thoughts. 
- Action - Let Mrs Goddard and the Nursery Team know to include photos of afternoon children too. 
 
Wendy Molloy (Green Class) 
 

• Parents are complaining about the standard of the boys socks from Early Years this year. They are 
fraying, looking bobbled and genuinely quite awful compared to last year. 

 
- Response - Mrs Slough said that she will let the supplier know of the parents thoughts and in the 

meantime to keep taking the socks back if they are of poor quality to have them replaced (assuming they 
aren't over a year old). 

- Action - Speak to Early Years regarding this. 
 
Date of  Next Meeting - 2pm on Tuesday 28th March 2017. 


