
Parent Council – Junior School – 3rd October 2018 

Present        Apologies  

Mr R Morrissey (Head Teacher)                                                            Helen Vyakaranam (Hawking) 

Emma Orlinski (Newton)                                                                        Amanda Berry (Galileo) 

Jo Garland (Galileo)                                                                                 Ruth Marshall  

Sharon Kandola (Curie) 

Laura Guy (Hawking) 

R Riach (Catering) 

 

Mr Morrissey welcomed everyone to the meeting. Explained reps needed for year 6. To be put in 

newsletter.  

Minutes of previous meeting on Website  

http://www.stalphege.solihull.sch.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2018/09/ParentsCouncilMinutesFriday13thJuly2018.pdf 

Following on from the presentation from Tempest. It has been decided that Commission will be 

removed following feedback from parents at last meeting so they should be cheaper for parents to 

buy. Obviously, this will mean lost income to the school which will need to be raised/found/saved 

elsewhere. Looking at hiring school, out over holidays for holiday clubs.  

Catering  

Renata started off by saying the year 3’s have settled in very well to junior school lunchtimes. 

Numbers always drop at start of term due to the year 3’s wanting a lunchbox. Average numbers at 

the moment are 172. Welcome lunch went well and on that day 194 lunches were sold and 

prepared. They had a harvest school lunch today.  

Cooks at both Infant and Junior school will be linking up now to make sure the special lunches are 

done on the same day (where possible). Coming up: 

Bonfire lunch (will be done before half term),  

Diwali Lunch (8th Nov)  

Christmas lunch (12th Dec) 

Parent lunch for year 3’s next Tuesday. Year 3 parents are welcome to come and see her anytime if 

they have any issues.  

Jo Garland  

Can the minutes be put on in advance of the meeting? Mr M agreed they will be communicated out 

to parent reps earlier and loaded on to the website for all to see.  

Beechwood – The atmosphere in there now is fantastic. Children are happy, doing activities, playing. 

A massive improvement on six months ago.  

http://www.stalphege.solihull.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/ParentsCouncilMinutesFriday13thJuly2018.pdf
http://www.stalphege.solihull.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/ParentsCouncilMinutesFriday13thJuly2018.pdf


 

Emma Orlinski (Newton) 

Raised issued re parking on roundabout. People parking on double yellow, causing road blocks and 

children’s safety being compromised by illegal parking. Mr Morrissey will send out parent pay letter 

again advising people not to park on roundabout and on yellow lines and ask for it to be 

communicated to relatives who may be at pick up and haven’t seen previous communications.  

Positive note are the cones at the front of the junior school which seems to have relieved parking 

issues there.  

Swimming Lessons for year 3 in Term 2, will these now go ahead with the temporary closure of 

Tudor Grange? Mr Morrissey explained that the swimming lessons were contracted out by Solihull 

Council and they are looking at other venues. Mrs Hope in the meantime has been to look at 

Georges Swim Academy, on Lode Lane following communication from Laura Guy that they may be 

able to help. This is now looking like a strong possibility and discussions are ongoing.  

Year 5 have been charged for swimming this year as in previous years Sport Premium was used but 

this should not be used for swimming.  

Is there an intention to mix up the classes every year? This is still to be confirmed, pros and cons for 

both and will be decided in conjunction with the Governors and school. Hopefully decision either 

way will be communicated to children and parents earlier to help ease stress this can cause.  

No rep for Anning.  

Sharon Kandola - Curie  

The end of day Collection has received positive feedback from year 4 parents. They like the changes 

and wanted to say thank you. Good that gates are opening earlier so parents can get into the 

playground. Mr Morrissey thanked them for feedback and said that they will be staying. Its safer for 

the children and overall feedback has been good.  

Also getting all the children together in church from both schools is fantastic. Mr Morrissey said that 

this came from the Church Inspection undertaken during term 3. It was one of the areas which was 

highlighted. She suggested two a term. One at the start to ask for help from god during the term and 

then one at the end where they all come together and thank god for every achieved during the term.  

Edison – Susan Beale Burchell – Unable to attend first meeting due to short notice.  

Newton – Laura Guy  

A parent has asked why were we the only school in the borough not at the Biathlon yesterday? Mr 

Morrissey confirmed we were there. Mrs Randle took a team to represent the school however she 

did say we did not stand out due to our school uniform. May look at getting a biathlon uniform. 

Maybe something FSAS could support.  

New School Signage 

Mr Morrissey showed us the new school signs which have been commissioned. These will be going 

up at both schools in the next month. Old signs were many years old and needed updating. Parents 

present loved the signs and felt this would make the school more welcoming.  

 



Changes to Marking and feedback to children  

Mr Morrissey also discussed how teachers will be changing how they respond to the marking of 

children’s work. There will now be more focus on verbal feedback rather than written comments (in 

red). Research has shown that children learn far more when feedback is given in the form of verbal 

communication. A draft policy is being worked on and teachers will get the necessary training to 

move forward with this change of feedback.  

KS2 Curriculum Evening will be held in Juniors on Thursday 25th October, parents only. This is 

following feedback that there are lot of these at infants and then when you come to juniors it stops. 

Mr Morrissey is very keen to use the parents as they all want to know how can we help our children 

and these evenings are a great way to do that.  

Next Meeting Wednesday 5th December.  

Meetings will be on a Wednesday going forward, which Mr M understands may cause issues for 

some of the parent reps, however Friday afternoons were not workable for him as a head teacher so 

unfortunately going forward they will be on a Wednesday.  

 

 

 


