
Parent Council – Junior School – 13th February 2019 

Present        Apologies  

Rob Morrissey (Head Teacher)                                                             Helen Vyakarnaram (Hawking) 

Emma Orlinski (Newton)                                                                        Jane McArdle (Darwin)   

Sharan Kandola (Curie)      Amanda Berry (Galileo) 

Jo Garland (Galileo)                                                                                 Emma Orlinski (Newton)                                                                         

Sarah Forbes (Yr 3)      Laura Guy (Hawking) 

Pam Price (Governor)      Susan Beale-Burchell (Edison) 

Renata Riach (School cook)     Wendy Molloy (Einstein) 

 

Mr Morrissey welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

Catering  

Mrs Riach noted that it has been a good term for attendance. The Christmas lunch had 259 children 

and staff. 

31st January: Red January lunch – to encourage exercise had shoe-shaped biscuits 

Upcoming:  

14th February: Valentines lunch 

5th March: Shrove Tuesday 

8th March: World Book Day 

Mr Riach noted that the vacancy in the Kitchen has now been filled. 

Discussion around menus. Made a suggestion that the week’s menu should be made available at the 

gate rather than in the foyer of the school, as more people are likely to see it there – Mr Morrissey 

will implement this. Comment that the menu on ParentPay may be slightly different to the actual 

menu, as schools are given a degree of freedom to serve food that they know the children will like. 

This is agreed beforehand, and the menu on the gate will be the correct one. 

Discussed what happens if there are no food choices left that the children like. Mrs Riach 

commented that there are a few meals “set aside” for this purpose, and these are then offered to 

the child as an option. 

Mrs Riach noted that a new menu will be implemented in April 2019. 

A question was raised if it was possible to do a breakfast club. This would have to be discussed with 

authorities as there would have to be additional supervisors, and increased hours for the kitchen 

staff. 

 

 



Minutes of previous meeting on Website  

https://www.stalphege.solihull.sch.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2019/01/ParentsCouncilMinutesWednesday5thDecember2018.pdf 

Review of previous minutes 

Discussed potential netball and hockey club. Unfortunately the parent who was able to take the club 

is no longer available, so school looking at using a coach – investigating it. 

Mr Morrissey commented that an afterschool sports policy has just been submitted, and it is 

possible to use the sports funding for afterschool sports clubs. The funding runs from April-April. 

Regarding school representation, looking into investing in new sports kit, with possibility of trying to 

raise sponsorship/funding. 

Year 3 reps 

Library folders. It’s been commented by several parents that the current library folders are poor 

quality and commonly fall apart. Preference is to use the same style as in infants school. Also 

suggested that the homework folder is also not ideal, as pages fall out. Suggested that a homework 

book would be a better solution. Mr Morrissey will look into this. 

There was a query regarding gardening club. A considerable effort has been for a proposal to 

redevelop the garden. Sarah Forbes and Mrs Hope putting a plan forward to develop garden – needs 

to be relandscaped, the pond made safe, make garden suitable for all, have sensory walls etc. 

Applications for funding have been made. Once garden is established, intention is to have it 

sustained by the children, i.e. sell compost and use money to buy seeds – gives children a sense of 

responsibility and entrepreneurial skills. Hope is that the garden will be ready for early Summer. 

School sport. Parents have asked why PE is in one 2 hour session rather than two 1-hour sessions. 

Mr Morrissey said there was a lot of lost-time getting changed for PE, so they wanted to maximise 

the amount of time doing sport. This is also why the children come home in PE kit. Mr Morrissey also 

mentioned that the children do other sport activity such as daily “wake up shake up”. Footy bugs are 

commited to until Easter, and they do 4 sessions a week for PE and lunchtimes 3 times a week 

(children can join in if they wish). Downside of using an outside company is that the teachers do not 

get a chance to teach PE – this is currently being reviewed. 

Swimming. There was some confusion as to when Year 3 swimming was – confirmed that this will be 

in the Summer term. Discussion was had regarding funding – can no longer use the sports funding so 

have to ask for a voluntary contribution from parents. If parents do not contribute, then the funding 

has to come from school funds. Some parents had expressed concerns about the changing room at 

GSA – very open. 

Year 4 reps 

Comment that the daily mile activity was enjoyed and request made to do it again in the Summer. 

A comment was also made that lunchtime staff had been using their telephones on school property 

– Mr Morrissey will ensure this does not happen again. 

It was noted that the pedalling for smoothies was really popular at the school disco. 

Year 5 reps 



No comments 

Year 6 reps 

No comments 

 

AOB 

Mr Morrissey presented the new Behaviour Policy to the parent reps. Intention is for the policy to be 

focussed on positive behaviour rather than punishment – education/ prevention/positive. All about 

sensible questions/approaches and timely intervention. 

Anti-bullying policy will also be rewritten, and feedback from children also gained for this. 

 

 

 


