
PARENTS’ COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY 4th FEBRUARY 2020 

 

1. PRESENT 

Mrs Hope – Deputy Head Teacher 

Pam Price – Chair of Governors 

Ziman Feng – Nursery AM representative 

Francesca Robinson – Nursery PM representative 

Victoria Jolly – Seahorse representative 

Jen Griffin – Starfish representative 

Sara Stevens - Dolphin representative & Minuting Secretary 

Joanne Wright – Robin representative 

Heidi Shakespeare – Kingfisher representative 

Caroline Bell – Hedgehog representative 

Claire McKay – Fox representative 

Emma Orlinski – Badger representative 

 

PCSO Ellen Pope 

PCSO Roland Tab 

 

Minutes taken by Sara Stevens 

 

2. INTRODUCTION TO PCSO 

Mrs Hope introduced PCSO Pope and PCSO Tab. 

They said that parents can raise concerns with them and that their contact details 
can be acquired from the school office. 

Several parent reps requested an increase in police presence in Malvern Park at the 
end of the school day, particularly around the play area and during the warmer/drier 
months.  Parents claimed that they had witnessed examples of anti-social and 
intimidating behaviour amongst sixth form students and could often hear bad 
language too. 



- One nursery parent has reported teenagers smoking cannabis in the park 
recently. 

- Another parent has witnessed two teenagers behaving indiscreetly in a car 
within the last fortnight. 

The PCSOs confirmed that they do their best to patrol at the appropriate times and 
are very aware of the concerns about the behaviour of the sixth formers.  The 
PCSOs are constantly liaising with the principals at the local colleges. 

Pam Price also confirmed that Mr Morrissey has a good relationship with the 
Principals at both Sixth Forms. 

Joanne Wright raised concerns that there is a very slippery patch of pathway on the 
journey between the Juniors and Infant schools in Malvern Park during these colder 
months.  PCSO Tab recommended that the council are notified. 

 
3. UPDATE ON MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING 

Mrs Hope reflected on any matters arising or relevant feedback from the last meeting 
in December 2019: 

 Any brand-new children beginning reception will be gifted book bags as part 
of their welcome pack so that these children feel even more included in the 
school community. 

 The Kingfisher class cup is awarded to those children that go above and 
beyond to encourage consistently good behaviour and hard work.  Some 
children will receive it more than others.  This cup is separate from the weekly 
certificates. 

 The office is always looking into the best options for school photographers.  
Parents should be aware that the current photographers do have offers and 
promotions online and from now on the school will make sure that parents are 
reminded of this when school photographs take place. 

  
4. MATTERS ARISING 

Badger class 

Emma Orlinski raised a few queries about the Blackwell Trip: 

- Is it likely that places are going to be limited or will all children, that wish to, be 
able to attend?  Mrs Hope was not able to confirm but was hopeful that the 
school should be able to accommodate everyone who would like a place.  
Upon reflection Mrs Hope wonders if the window of time to respond was a 
little too long and they may look to shorten it next year. 

- Could the closing date be changed to before half term?  Mrs Hope would 
prefer to keep to the deadline but will endeavour to get the message out on 
Friday 14th February if possible. 

- Caroline Bell added that some submitted their application very eagerly as 
soon as they were able and it would be a shame for them to lose a place to 



children that were less eager to attend.  Mrs Hope reassures parents that this 
venue has a much bigger capacity than the previous location and reiterates 
that those who want to should be able to attend. 

- Mrs Hope explained that Blackwell is much closer to home, a very 
professional set up and extremely popular with other schools in Solihull. 

Dolphin class 

Sara Stevens raised a number of queries: 

- Would it be possible to stagger playtimes so that there were not so many children 
on the playground at one time and those on the monitored list could be monitored 
more easily? Mrs Hope explained that there are certainly benefits socially having 
a mixture of age groups on the playground at one time.  Also, that there are at 
least 2 or 3 members of staff present on the playground, plus a member of staff 
on first aid every playtime.  Staggering playtimes could also have significant 
implications for timetabling potentially causing difficulties in arranging use of the 
hall and fitting in the compulsory subjects on the timetable.  However, Mrs Hope 
will talk to Mr Morrissey about this query. 

- Could parents be discouraged from bringing hot drinks onto the playground in 
order to avoid hot liquid being spilt on children during busy pick up time? Mrs 
Hope does not want parents to feel policed by school leaders by insisting hot 
drinks are not brought onto the playground.  However, she will share some gentle 
advice in the newsletter in the next few weeks. 

- Last term, two children had a birthday on the same day but only one received a 
birthday crown at lunch time. Mrs Hope will speak to cook about ensuring they 
have enough crowns for every child’s birthday. 

- Would the school consider two meat/fish-free days each week on the school 
menu to combat climate change? Mrs Hope will talk to the school Cook to 
discuss feasibility and to gauge general consensus in response to this query.  
She confirmed that the menus are provided by an external agency and not 
dictated to by the school. 

- Is there anything that the parents can do in preparation for an Ofsted inspection? 
Mrs Hope recommended that parents continue to support their children with their 
reading as this is clearly a priority for Ofsted at the moment.  This means parents 
should be ensuring their children go to the local library, complete the red reading 
record and talk about the stories they are reading to aid their comprehension 
skills.  Mrs Hope also invited parents to keep open communication with the 
school and ensure that parents and staff are working together. Pam Price added 
that it would be useful to talk to children about how they contribute to the school 
community and the important role that each child had in the school. 

Seahorse class 

No matters arising. 

Swan class 

Judy Light raised a number of queries: 



- The water in the drinking fountain smells and tastes strange. Mrs Hope 
assured parents that the water is checked regularly and by an official tester. 

- Reply slips and letters seem to get left in book bags. Mrs Hope confirmed that 
teachers remind children to empty their book bags.  However, staff also 
endeavour to promote independence.  If there is a letter that is very important 
parents should post it via the secure office letter box. 

- Should year 1 have regular words or spellings to learn? Mrs Hope thought 
that all year 1 children should have a log on for ‘Spelling Shed’ but will liaise 
with staff to see why parents have not been notified.  ‘Common exception’ 
words should be sent home termly and the words that are highlighted are 
those that require more practise. 

- Can parents be asked to move from their parking spaces on New Road as 
soon as they have dropped off their children? Mrs Hope will share a gentle 
reminder in the newsletter.  Parent reps shared that there is plenty of parking 
available in Malvern Park car park in the mornings.  Pam Price added a 
reminder that permits must be obtained for parking in the OBH car park.  Mrs 
Hope reiterated that parents should not be parking on the school premises for 
afterschool clubs. 

Kingfisher class 

Heidi Shakespeare raised a number of queries: 

- Parents have requested some context for the results from the recent maths 
test. Mrs Hope will look into this. 

- Why are Kingfisher class often out late at the end of the day? Mrs Hope 
confirmed that a student teacher is working in Kingfisher class at the moment 
and that it may be taking him a little longer to get the children organised.  
Also, there can be queuing in the corridor as children are exiting the building 
which causes some delay. 

- Kingfisher class seem to lose Golden Time weekly due to bad behaviour of 
just a few of the same children.  Mrs Hope confirmed that it should be the 
case that those children who have misbehaved should be removed from 
Golden Time. 

- Could there be an overview of what the children have been learning in the 
Newsletter?  Mrs Hope confirmed that there is topic information on the school 
website.  A weekly update on topics is not really sustainable with current 
teacher workloads.  Pam Price added that it would be preferential for parents 
to talk to their children about what they have been learning. 
 

- Both Swan and Kingfisher classes provided very positive feedback on China 
Day and recent topic on Australia. 

 

Robin class 

Joanne Wright raised a number of queries: 



- Can maths homework be marked weekly, as it may be more motivating for 
children? (Currently it is collated in a folder and marked half-termly) Mrs Hope 
confirmed that the school homework policy is currently being reviewed and 
teachers are liaising on what works best.  The reasoning behind the current 
approach is that it provides more flexibility for families in terms of when the 
homework is completed. 

- Homework seems to be more maths-based this year.  There have been very 
few tasks relating to literacy. Mrs Hope will speak to Mrs Costello. 

- Will the school be staying with Georges Swim Academy as there have been 
some complaints about the cost of the coach? Mrs Hope confirmed that they 
will be keeping with Georges’ as overall it has been a better experience.  
Several parent reps confirmed that costs have not changed since the move to 
Georges’. 

- Joanne Wright has set up the Parent Rep Whatsapp group so that they can 
liaise on World Book Day costumes that parents might have available.  Mrs 
Hope will ensure that parents are informed of the World Book Day this week. 

- Robin class are loving all of the ‘Super Science’ activities. 

 

Afternoon nursery 

See previous concern raised about teenagers smoking cannabis in Malvern Park. 

 

Fox class 

Claire McKay raised two queries: 

- Mr Morrissey confirmed recently that KS1 results are falling below target in 
two areas.  What action are the school taking to rectify this? Mrs Hope 
explained that actions have been made priority in the school improvement 
plan and that they have received support from outside advisors.  Various 
strategies have been put in place including intervention groups, the ordering 
of more reading books, tweaking the curriculum to ensure there are 
opportunities for writing, reviewing assessment strategies so that any issues 
are flagged up and seeking more outside advice. 

- How are children selected for Forest School? Mrs Hope explained that it is an 
intervention group to help children develop confidence and language skills 
and build self-esteem.  This may not be a transparent system to the children 
which is why it might seem unfair to them.  Staff endeavour to use the facility 
smartly and look for positive outcomes for the children who will benefit best. 

 

Hedgehog class 

Caroline Bell raised two queries: 

The quality of the boys’ socks seems to have deteriorated this year.  They are 
wearing extremely thin and holes are appearing easily.  Pam Price confirmed that if 



there are any problems at all to return the garments to Early Years. Jen Griffin 
shared that she had returned some cardigans and Early Years were very helpful. 

Are the Year 2 cups awarded termly? Mrs Hope confirmed that they were termly 
awards. 

 

Starfish class 

Jen Griffin reiterated the concern about busy playtimes and the need for staggered 
timings. 

She also returned to the query raised in the last meeting about childrens’ water 
intake during the school day.  Mrs Hope reiterated that children are prompted to 
drink water and that if an individual parent is concerned they should approach the 
class teacher. 

 

Morning nursery 

No matters arising. 

 

5. AOB 

Mrs Hope explained that last year, parents of year 2 arranged coffee and cake after 
the Mothers’ Day assembly.  This year the celebration will take place on 19th March.  
It was agreed by parent reps that Year 1 parents would set up/put away the chairs 
and tables and serve the hot drinks to the Year 2 mums gathered.  Parent reps will 
liaise and organise via Whatsapp group. 

 

After a query raised it was confirmed that the cost of swimming is officially a 
voluntary contribution and is usually only approximately £20. 

 


