
Parents’ Council Meeting Minutes – 12 February 2019  

Present  

• Mr Morrissey – Head Teacher  

• Mrs Hope – Deputy Head Teacher  

• Victoria Jolly – Nursery AM Representative 

• Ann-Marie Adler – Seahorse Representative 

• Lucy Upton – Starfish Representative 

• Emma Orlinski – Swan Representative 

• Stephanie Coombs – Robin Representative 

• Anne Sadler – Badger Representative 

• Michelle Wakelin – Hedgehog Representative 

 

Apologies  

• Pam Price – Chair of Governors 

• Helen Green – School Cook  

• Sara Stevens – Nursery PM Representative 

• Kerry Pollitt – Dolphin Representative 

• Vicky Ballard – Kingfisher Representative 

• Emma Spooner – Fox Representative 

• Chelsea Danielle Mortimer – Fox Representative 

• Amy Griffiths – Badger Representative  

• Justine Weston – Hedgehog Representative 

 

Minutes taken by Anne Sadler  

 

Minutes of previous meeting  

 

There were no additions or changes to the previous meeting minutes.  

 

Matters arising  

 

• Mr Morrissey noted that he had been asked by PCSO John Gibbons, who attended the last 

meeting, to report any strange or worrying behaviour in the park. This is a community-wide 

request.  

 

• School Cook Helen’s report noted that the following events will be marked with special menus:  

o Shrove Tuesday – 5 March. Every child will be able to sample a pancake. 

o World Book Day – 7 March. A book-themed menu will be served.   

o Mother’s Day – 31 March. There will be no Year Two ‘Elevenses’ event this year. Instead, 

Helen will visit classrooms and help children decorate cupcakes.  

 



 

Class feedback and questions  

 

Classes with no feedback or questions for this meeting  

 

• Nursery AM  

• Seahorses 

• Kingfishers  

• Swans 

• Foxes  

• Dolphins  

 

Nursery PM  

 

• Please could we have a noodle option for Chinese New Year.  

• The question was raised about boys not being able to wear long trousers – a parent is concerned 

that cold weather causes her child’s eczema to flare up.  

o Mr Morrissey is very proud of the school uniform and believes parents are too. While he 

has no plans to change the uniform, parents can, of course, speak to him about specific 

medical concerns and action will be taken on a case by case basis.  

o Mrs Hope added that joggers can be worn over/under uniform on cold days and 

removed when school begins. 

• Please could more mixed sports be encouraged on the playground to ensure boys and girls play 

together.  

o Mr Morrissey said that mixed participation is encouraged across both schools, as well as 

wider activity options for boys and girls. Football is now available to Junior girls through 

a partnership with Solihull Moors.  

• Please could uniform quality – particularly of cardigans, jumpers and socks – be reviewed with 

Early Years. Older versions seemed to be of far better quality.   

o Early Years will be invited to attend the next meeting.  

• Please could older children be reminded not to smash scooters into the storage shed in the 

playground.  

o Mr Morrissey to action. 

 

Robins  

 

• How many adults are on duty to supervise children in the playground during breaks?  

o Morning break is staffed by teachers and support workers and lunchtime play is 

supervised by midday staff.  

� There is a set play leader and other adults are assigned duties including First Aid, 

the hall and the yard.  

o Mr Morrissey will review numbers and ratios, though these are regularly assessed, along 

with accidents, incidents and near misses.  



o Playground monitoring and behaviour is an agenda point at weekly staff meetings and 

midday staff are briefed on any issues or action points.  

o Senior staff are on call during break and lunch times.  

o Mr Morrissey believes the general behaviour of the children across both schools is 

exemplary and praises staff and parents for this.  

o Parents are advised to speak to their child’s teacher about any concerns.  

Badgers  

• The question was raised about the Dunfield House selection process and what those children 

who aren’t attending will do during that time. There was also concern about playground 

behaviour towards the children who hadn’t been selected.  

o Thirty children are selected at random (names in hat and pulled out) – and that number 

has been increased from 24 to allow more to attend.  

o Solihull Music Service, who run the residential trip, place restrictions on attendee 

numbers.  

o If the trip is oversubscribed, a waiting list is created at the same time of the main ‘out of 

the hat’ random process, creating a waiting list in number order. 

o  Mr Morrissey understands it is disappointing for those children who can’t attend, but he 

would rather offer these enriching opportunities than forego them due to limited 

numbers.   

o Those children who don’t attend will take part in special themed activities that are 

different from their usual schedule.  

o Parents are urged to speak to their child’s teacher about any concerns with playground 

behaviour.   

Hedgehogs 

• Parents who help with fruit are kindly asked to check the communication book to ensure they’re 

serving the right fruit on the right day. Otherwise, this can cause limited numbers towards the 

end of the week or fruit being left to rot over the weekend.  

• A parent was concerned that casting for the Nativity had removed some children from the main 

action of the play.  

o Mr Morrissey was very sorry to hear this view and encouraged the parent to speak with 

him one to one.  

Starfish  

• Thank you very much for arranging the Chinese New Year dragon to visit the school. The children 

loved it.  

o Mr Morrissey is looking at offering more enrichment activities similar to this, as well as 

arranging more school-wide worships.  

o Combined Infant and Junior worship currently happens at the beginning of each term 

and is a wonderful forum for sharing thoughts, wishes and aspirations for the weeks 

ahead.  

 

 



AOB 

 

• Mr Morrissey introduced a new school-wide behaviour policy that is more consistent with the 

school’s Taking Care programme. It is based on positive reinforcement and the easy-to-

remember pillars of being Ready, Respectful and Safe. Mr Morrissey will write to parents to 

officially launch the policy and it will then be available on the school website.  

• The schools will also be creating a shared set of values.  

• The ‘Wild about Books!’ artwork created by the children and artist Darrell Wakelam will soon be 

on display in the Infant School.  


