
Parent Council Meeting – St Alphege Junior School – Weds 3 April 2019  

Present 
Rob Morrissey (Head Teacher) Wendy Molloy (Einstein) Jane McArdle (Darwin) Amanda Berry 
(Galileo) Sharan Kandola (Curie) Pam Price (Chair of Governors) Renata Riach (School cook)  

1.Welcome Mr Morrissey welcomed everyone to the meeting and everyone introduced themselves 

2.Apologies: Emma Orlinski (Newton) Helen Vyakarnaram (Hawking) Emma Orlinski (Newton) Laura 
Guy (Hawking) Susan Beale-Burchell (Edison) Jo Garland (Galileo) Sarah Forbes (Yr 3) (Anning) Emma 
Lee 

3. Catering Matters 

Mrs Riach explained that the new Solihull Borough Schools menu was coming out on week 
commencing 6 May. St Alphege catering team can alter the menu in certain places to suit the tastes 
and eating requirements of pupils. 

Suggestion that due to the potential changes to the menu, it would be beneficial if the following 
week’s menu was available on the newsletter. Mr Morrissey to liaise with Office. 

Mrs Riach mentioned that a vacancy in the kitchen still exists and that interviews are taking place 
soon. 

Upcoming Lunch Promotions: 
11 April Easter lunch 
1 May St Alphege Feast Day 

 4. Previous Minutes: https://www.stalphege.solihull.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2019/03/ParentCouncilMinutesWednesday13February2019.pdf 

Some discussion around voluntary contributions to schools fund. 

Discussed potential netball and hockey club. School continuing to positively pursue opportunities for 
hockey club to take place in Summer term. 

5. Matters Arising 

Year 3 reps  

Query raised over the strategy for lunchtime play sessions for pupils. Mr Morrissey explained some of 
the background. He expressed concern that football has a tendency to dominate the playground. New 
playground designations have been developed in liaison with school council will be implemented over 
Easter. Discussion over whether a breakdown of weekly playtime sessions led by sports coaches could 
be placed on the newsletter. 

A specific query over lunchtime supervision was raised. Mr Morrissey reiterated that he is always 
happy to speak to parents/carers, is often available at the gate or can be contacted directly by email 
to discuss any issues related to school life and the learning experience of pupils. 

https://www.stalphege.solihull.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/ParentCouncilMinutesWednesday13February2019.pdf
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Success of Solihull Moors Football for Girls was raised and the question of whether this will be on 
offer for boys was asked. Mr Morrissey agreed to look into it. 

It was asked at what point children will know about classes for next school year. Mr Morrissey said 
that the process begins after Easter, is dependent on a number of factors and it will be communicated 
in due course. 

 

Year 4 reps  

Questions were posed about the decision to deliver Physical Education activities by external providers 
rather than class teachers. There were a variety of responses. Mr Morrissey explained that he was 
aware of the mixed response to this change in provision and that he would be presenting his future 
plans to Governors in the coming week.  

Query over the differing capacity for clubs was addressed by clarifying that each club capacity is 
determined according to the activity, the size of the space available.  

The matter of polo shirts with logos (as opposed to shirt and tie) for boys in summer term was raised. 
Mr Morrissey explained that he was happy to consider a change to uniform policy but that one of the 
primary assets of St Alphege is the uniform policy and presentation of pupils and that keeping these 
standards high was important to a wide number of parents and school supporters.  

The monitoring vehicle entry via the gate was mentioned. Mr Morrissey explains that an application 
for capital funds for an electronic gate had been made. 

Concerns over pupil behaviour. Mr Morrissey strongly advocated the reviewed Behaviour Policy and 
the proactive involvement and support of Staff and Governors in implementing the policy. He also 
stated the important role of the school in catering to the individual needs of each child, avoiding any 
tendencies to label children and the existence of open and good communications with parents. 

Year 5 reps  

Continued concern expressed regarding anti-social behaviour of young people in the vicinity of the 
school premises, some of whom may be attending Solihull Sixth Form College. The College have been 
very proactive in monitoring the situation and responding to complaints. They suggest that reports 
are directly to PCSO ……….. and Solihull Sixth Form College staff …… Office will be given these contact 
details too. 

 

Year 6 reps  

Question over the reason for Year 6 pupils not helping with the preparation of palm crosses and 
carrying out reading with Yr2 for World Book Day. Mr Morrissey explained that learning in the 
classroom had been prioritised on these occasions and that he hoped the reading exercise could be 
done at another time. 

Enquiry as to the format of Year 6 performance arrangements. Year 6 teachers are preparing activity 
for Year 6 which will be shared soon. 



Positive feedback on the SATS evening for parents. Excellent clear information from both Year 6 
teachers. 

Positive feedback on provision of excellent Bikeability training for the children. 

 

AOB  

Mr Morrissey explained that the school regularly reviews it’s Emergency Plan and accompanying 
procedures. These procedures include a talking to the children in the appropriate manner about 
specific safety procedures eg. Lock Down. School will be undertaking this safety procedures in the 
next few weeks. 

The new Behaviour Policy was presented to the parent reps. Intention is for the policy to be focussed 
on positive behaviour rather than punishment – education/ prevention/positive. All about sensible 
questions/approaches and timely intervention.  

Anti-bullying policy will also be rewritten, and feedback from children also gained for this.  

 


