
PARENTS’ COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY 2ND APRIL 2019 

 

1. PRESENT 

Mr Morrissey – Head Teacher 

Victoria Jolly – Nursery AM Representative 

Sara Stevens – Nursery PM Representative 

Lucy Upton – Starfish Representative 

Ann-Marie Adler – Seahorse Representative 

Stephanie Coombs – Robin Representative 

Helen Green – School Cook  

PCSO 31088 John Gibbons 

 

Minutes taken by Sara Stevens 

 

2. APOLOGIES 

Michelle Wakelin – Hedgehog Representative 

Emma Orlinski – Swan Representative 

Kerry Pollitt – Dolphin Representative 

 

3. CATERING MATTERS 

Apologies for missing the last meeting. Helen enquired about the Mother’s Day 
cupcakes. All representatives present agreed that they were lovely. Especially as the 
children helped make them. Helen enjoyed getting to know the children better. 

New menu in May. New items to include; Quorn Kentucky burger, Fishless Quorn 
finger, Chicken goujons in wrap, bun-less beef burgers (to be on a different day to 
the Quorn burgers), chocolate orange sponge, banana loaf and healthy muffins. 

Some representatives raised questions: 

• Q: How do you know each child and their dietary needs? 
• A: Through the till system which contains all dietary requirements. 
• Q: When do reception eat? 
• A: They eat last, arriving in the hall at approximately 12:45. The reason for 

this is to give them more time for eating. 



• Q: Do all the children get to play at lunch time? 
• A: Children play before lunch and are called into the hall by class. This system 

has always worked very well. Children don’t get missed as the till system flags 
up anyone who hasn’t come into the hall. 
 

4. UPDATE ON MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING 

Mr Morrissey summarised the minutes from the last meeting. 

Mr Morrissey hopes Early Years will attend the next meeting to address all uniform 
queries including durability, cost and washing of uniforms. 

The Dunfield house trip is this weekend. Children depart on Sunday. Mr Morrissey 
hopes it will go very well and the children seem very excited. 

New set of school values is being drawn up.  The intention is to have one set of 
values for both schools and greater parental involvement. This change is in response 
to the most recent Church school inspection. 

Mr Morrissey informs representatives that artist Daryl Wakelin will be returning next 
year to do more artwork with the children. 

5. MATTERS ARISING 

PCSO Gibbons 

Sara Stevens raised the recent incident involving teenagers in the play area at 
Brueton park. PCSO Gibbons confirmed that he had visited the sixth form colleges 
and is a regular presence there. The principals of the colleges have been very 
cooperative and proactive in their response. 

PCSO Gibbons requests that all concerns and incidences are reported by members 
of the public can call 101 or contact West Midlands police via online reporting. Those 
that report an incident should receive a log number, and then can follow up the 
report using that log number. Inspector Emma Thompson and Sergeant Kirk 
Whitehouse work closely with St Alphege schools and are also points of contact if 
parents are concerned (ethompson@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk and 
kwhitehouse@west-midlnads.pnn.police.uk). If any parent witnesses harassment, 
alarm, distress or need immediate assistance 999 should be called. PCSO Gibbons 
confirmed that they were willing to increase patrol in the park if necessary. 

Sara Stevens enquired about the appropriate age of young people in the play area. 
Some parents have been led to believe that those over 14 years old should only be 
present when accompanying a younger child. PCSO Gibbons recommended parents 
go to Connect in Solihull library to enquire about better signage. 

Sara Stevens also raised parents’ concerns that cars approach the area outside of 
the school (towards town) too quickly. In addition, the pavement as children exit the 
school is very narrow. A parent has enquired about whether any traffic calming 
measures can be put in place. PCSO Gibbons advised parents to contact the 
Highway’s Agency. An email can be provided by staff at Connect in Solihull library. 



 

Nursery AM 

Victoria Jolly asked if a topic sheet could be shared so parents were aware of 
resources needed in advance. Recently photographs were requested on the Friday 
and required on the Monday. 

Also, at the moment we receive a retrospective Friday newsletter. Some parents 
have suggested receiving information in advance of weekly topics would be more 
useful for chatting to their children. 

Another representative enquired if the children could be ready in their coats at pickup 
as it would help those carers who were collecting more than one child in the small 
cloakroom. 

Nursery PM 

Sara Stevens expressed thanks for the lovely Mother’s Day pictures and cards. The 
nursery mums were delighted.  

Robin class  

Concerns were raised about the trip to Weston Super Mare. What do children do if 
they are not attending, and what is the impact on related work around and after the 
trip? 

Mr Morrissey responded with some details: 

• The trip addresses themes in the national curriculum including leisure & 
beyond living memories. 

• All children have attended before. 
• It is a fantastic trip. 
• They visit a cove which is exclusively for them with lots of adults supervising. 
• It is “beautiful and magical” to watch children playing in the sand and the 

water. 
• There is opportunity for donkey rides and a Punch and Judy show. 
• The journey is long, but toilet stops will be made on the way and the coach 

will be able to park right next to the building. 
• Updates will be given on twitter during the trip for parents. 
• Coaches have seatbelts. 

Starfish class 

Lucy Upton confirmed that parents loved their Mother’s Day gifts. 

The parent governor was appointed without election as there was only application. 
Mr Morrissey confirmed that advice was sought from Governors Services in Solihull 
and protocol was followed. 

A representative asked what the Parent governor responsibilities are. Mr Morrissey 
outlined responsibilities including ensuring school is compliant with regulations, 



performing skills audits and school finances. It can be a consuming role but is also 
rewarding. 

Lucy Upton requested that starfish be outdoors more as the classroom is very warm 
and this would help the more lively characters. Mr Morrissey responded that they 
were very restricted on space, and that they do their best with the space they are in. 
Mrs Daniel endeavours to include it in the planning and provisions, but Mr Morrissey 
will share feedback with staff. 

Seahorse class 

Ann-Marie Adller enquired if summer dresses were permitted after Easter. Mr 
Morrissey to check and get back to parents. 

Dolphin class 

No matters arising. 

Kingfisher class 

No matters arising. 

Swan class 

No matters arising. 

Badger class 

No matters arising. 

Hedgehog and Fox class 

Thanks was expressed for the Mother’s Day worship as it was well presented and a 
lovely morning. 

Chelsea Mortimer asked that if there were plans for Fathers’ Day that adequate 
notice was given to allow fathers to book time off work. 

Clarity was requested for rules on after school pickup by car after clubs. Mr 
Morrissey confirmed that parents were not to drive onto the playground. This helps to 
maintain the condition of the playground and keeps cars and children separate. The 
only exception to this rule is on parent’s evenings. Mr Morrissey will also inform 
junior school parents of this rule on the infant school campus. 

6. AOB 

Mr Morrissey requests that parents come right on to the playground to collect their 
children as it is far easier for teachers to see them. 

Mr Morrissey reminded representatives that all schools have to regularly look at their 
emergency planning. This includes 

• Fire drills in age appropriate ways 
• Lockdown procedures if a stranger accesses the site. 

o Staff do not use terminology such as ‘lockdown’ with the children. 



o Any drills are run in a low key and age appropriate way – using a fun 
activity or story. 

o Blinds are put down and rooms are secured. 
• Plans for loss of electricity. 
• Internet compromising. 

Communication on these matters is shared via twitter, the website and parent pay. 
The school try to be as prepared as they possibly can. 

PCSO Gibbons added that there is lots of patrols and cameras in Solihull. 

 

 

Date of next meeting – Tuesday 21 st May 2019 at 2pm 

 

 

 


